
2020 CDFF 
Block 1: Human Spirit: The Resilience of Youth 

“Everyone’s success story looks different…” Brianna Springer (Alive Day) 
Essential Question: How do mindset and resilience play a role in each subject’s success? 

20 Over 
Chad Veal 

National high school track star Noah Malone deals with a life-changing diagnosis as 
he prepares to compete at the world level. [United States] 

9:19 
min. 

Alive Day 
Lindsay O'Keefe 

Against incredible odds, a young swimmer and graduate of Avon High School tells her 
inspiring story. [United States] 

9:20 
min. 

Run For His Life 
Sebastian Sdaigui 

Pete's story is about perseverance and overcoming obstacles no matter what the 
odds are. He doesn't allow circumstance to define his narrative. Pete is not only 
getting closer to his father but also finding himself and physically pushing himself past 
his boundaries and that is what healing is. Through running, he has raised awareness 
for what he and his family and other children of incarcerated parents go through when 
they have a parent locked up. [United States] 
Trailer: https://www.runforhislife.com/trailer 

9:31 
min. 

Forever Voters 
Sky Bergman 

Why do only 36% of 18-25 year olds actually vote? Many high school seniors are 
eligible to vote and have very strong opinions about what needs to change! However, 
they don’t really know much about the voting process or how to register. The league 
of Women Voters steps in to educate high schoolers to prepare them for voting, 
because they know that people who vote early, vote forever. [United States]  
Trailer: https://forevervoters.com/ 

7:02 
min. 

Block 2: Power of the Arts
Essential Questions: 

➔ To what degree do new perspectives, connections, and memory impact building a new history?
➔ How are the arts an essential part of memory, healing, and inspiration?
➔ Does our interpretation and appreciation of art change with age and life experiences?
➔ How do documentary films preserve the past and inspire the future?

Abigail Yvonne: The Face 
Before You 
Josh Heese 

After the 2015 Paris attacks, Abigail Yvonne Briggs begins painting portraits and 
narrative paintings of Syrian refugees to combat reactions of hate and 
Islamophobia. [United States] 

4:33 
min. 

Baba’s Next Chapter 
Jamie C.X. Wang 

As her father's retirement approaches, a student filmmaker living abroad attempts 
to bring a story the father wrote to life, to prevent him from abandoning his one 
last creative passion that's fading away. [China] 
Trailer: https://vimeo.com/318336830 

9:42 
min. 

100 Years of Music: Trudy 
and the LA Phil 
Jamie Thalman, Julien Lasseur 

Gertrude “Trudy” Lehrer was born in Austria in 1919. She left Vienna as a 
teenager, a refugee from Hitler on the eve of World War II. For a century, Trudy 
has built her life around two things: family and music. [United States] 

4:00 
min. 

Pretty Vacant 
Cigdem Slankard 

Pretty Vacant tells the story of a site-specific community art project in the Slavic 
Village Neighborhood in Cleveland, during which abandoned and blighted houses 
slated for demolition are transformed into temporary art installations. [United 
States]  
Trailer: https://vimeo.com/438611073 

20:00 
min. 

Nial Adams 
Tom Martin 

This short biopic documentary explores the work and life of artist Nial Adams; 
encompassing loss, grief, legacy and embracing change. 

10:00 
min. 

https://www.runforhislife.com/trailer
https://forevervoters.com/
https://vimeo.com/318336830
https://vimeo.com/438611073


2020 CDFF 
Block 3: Holocaust: Eyewitnesses to History 

Essential Question: How significant are eyewitness accounts in shaping the future socially, politically, and 
economically? 

A Head Shorter  
Sasha Sivan Bortnik 

A Head Shorter is an animated documentary short narrated by the director’s great 
uncle, Naftali Deutsch. The film begins in the spring of 1944 when Naftali and his 
entire family are forced to leave their home in Kimyat, a village in the 
Carpatho-Ukraine region, and sent to Auschwitz. Naftali recounts his harrowing 
journey as a 12 year old boy during the WWII era and shows us how he found himself 
faced with the decision to kill a Nazi guard to save his own life. [United States] 
Trailer: https://youtu.be/AVWqzgUiPJk  

23:21 
min. 

Zaida 
Sophie Parens 

Henri Parens escaped from the Holocaust at the age of 12, and went on to become a 
globally recognized psychoanalyst, dedicating his life's work to the prevention of 
prejudice. With her documentary Zaida, his granddaughter celebrates her 
grandfather's legacy, and pleads with her own generation to continue his life's work. 
[United States] 

32:25 
min. 

Ala Carte Films: Inspiration from Across the Curriculum (choose one or more) 
Miyamoto and the Machine: 
The Story of KenKen 
Dan Sullivan 

Math 

Ten years ago, Tetsuya Miyamoto had a dream to change the world through 
puzzles. In his classroom in Yokohama, KenKen was born. Enter a world where 
puzzles matter. From Tokyo to New York, from the classroom to the puzzle page 
to the tournament floor, Miyamoto and the Machine takes you into the brain of the 
inventor and the players, all while the machines of business and technology crash 
into Miyamoto's philosophies of artistry and humanity. [United States] 

39:22 
min. 

Sockeye Salmon. Red Fish 
Dmitriy Shpilenok , Vladislav 
Grishin 

Environment 

Sockeye, a species of wild salmon, is born in Kamchatkan waters and spends its 
entire life in the Pacific Ocean. Only once does it return to fresh waters - to give 
offspring, start the circle of life, and die. It is an inexhaustible resource that feeds 
billions of people on the planet, restored every year! But soon, we may find 
ourselves facing the unimaginable: humans will exhaust the inexhaustible! [Russian 
Federation] 
Trailer: https://youtu.be/aJYY1TfxqLk  

51:00 
min. 

The Great Toilet Paper 
Scare 
Brian Gersten 

Media 

The untold story of a notorious incident involving Johnny Carson, a lot of toilet paper, 
and millions of fearful Americans. In 1973, as a dire oil crisis plagued the country, 
Carson made a joke on "The Tonight Show" about a possible paper shortage. This 
off-hand remark quickly created an actual paper shortage when viewers went and 
bought up as much toilet paper as they could get their hands on. Compiled entirely of 
archival footage, and animated sequences based on contemporaneous news 
reports, the film explores the power and impact of misinformation in the 
media.[United States] 
Trailer: https://vimeo.com/320327953  

11:15 
min. 

Abigail Yvonne: The Face 
Before You 
Josh Heese  

Perspectives 

After the 2015 Paris attacks, Abigail Yvonne Briggs begins painting portraits and 
narrative paintings of Syrian refugees to combat reactions of hate and 
Islamophobia.[United States] 

4:33 
min. 

Chagrin Documentary Film Festival - Illuminate 
49 West Orange St. #2, Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 

illuminate@chagrinfilmfest.org 

https://youtu.be/AVWqzgUiPJk
https://youtu.be/aJYY1TfxqLk
https://vimeo.com/320327953



